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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Howdy Southern Cal i fornia Botanists ,

I  hope your spr ing and summer have
been f i l led with botanical  adventures
and explorat ion.  Although summer is
st i l l  hanging on,  I 'm al ready looking
forward to fal l .  Br ing on the coffee
cake,  pumpkin spice lattes ,  and
Michael  Bublé play l ists!  From a
botanical  perspect ive,  I 'm especial ly
cur ious to see what th is  E l  Niño winter
may br ing and I ’m al ready planning my
winter  botanical  out ings!

We have big dreams about the future 

of our  social  media presence. In  addit ion
to our regular  event announcements ,  we
hope to become more act ive on social
media and share more of our  f ie ld
observat ions and botanical  discover ies
with you throughout the year.  We're also
planning to announce a student social
media posit ion soon,  so keep an eye out i f
you ' re interested in helping us grow our
onl ine presence.

I 'm happy to report  that we had a
successful  season of f ie ld t r ips th is  spr ing,
and we're grateful  to everyone who
part ic ipated. We also hosted a table at
UCLA's  Clark ia Fest ival ,  which was both
an honor and a wonderful  opportunity  to
connect with the broader botanical
community .  We shared information about
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SCB programs and in i t iat ives and even brought along our "mobi le f ie ld lab" so that
folks  could take up close looks at  a var iety of  plant specimens -  i t  was a big hi t !
Events l ike these help us showcase the work we do,  connect with new audiences,  and
cont inue growing the SCB community .  We hope to do more in the future.

And f inal ly ,  have you seen the Save the Date announcement for  our  Annual
Symposium? Mark your calendars for  November 7!  This  year 's  theme is  Urban Botany,
with a focus on the divers i ty ,  ecology,  conservat ion,  and restorat ion of plants and
habitats in  urban envi ronments.

The program wi l l  feature an outstanding l ineup of speakers and presentat ions on
topics including nat ive landscape restorat ion,  urban biodivers i ty ,  conservat ion of rare
species and habitats ,  the ecology of urban gardens,  bryophytes,  urban canyon f lora,
and community  science efforts  that deepen our understanding of urban plant
communit ies.  Trust  me,  you won't  want to miss i t !

We're also excited to share a major  change this  year:  both the symposium and the
evening mixer wi l l  be held at the Cal i fornia Botanic Garden,  creat ing a f low between
the two events that we are so excited about.  Yes,  the event wi l l  be fu l ly  outdoors but
we’re work ing through the technology updates we’ l l  need to make the event a
success.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Diana Brand Ramirez
2026-2027 SCB Pres ident



Speakers:
Aaron Eckles

Matt  Gui l iams
Li la Higgins

Darry l  Jennerette
Emma Kemp

Noriko Smal lwood
Jon Rebman

Jen Toy
Nei l  Uleman

2026 SYMPOSIUM SAVE THE DATE

Where Cities Bloom: The Future 
of Urban Botany in Southern California

Saturday November 7 ,  2026
Locat ion:  Cal i fornia Botanic Garden

We are holding a t-shi r t  design contest ,  with the
winner ’s  artwork being featured on our symposium
t-shi r t !  This  is  your chance to showcase your
art ist ic sk i l l s  and show what urban botany means
to you! The winning design wi l l  be showcased on
t-shi r ts  for  sale at the symposium. 

Here are the detai ls :  1 )  one entry  per person;  2)
an or iginal  color  l ine drawing only  –  no AI
images;  3)  include the symposium’s t i t le in the
design;  4)  submit  as . jpg or  .pdf format;  5)
f i lename “Designer f i rst  name_last  name_date”;
6)  deadl ine for  submittals  is  September 14,  2026;
and 7)  send submittals  to bcproctor@g.ucla.edu 

The contest  winner wi l l  receive a free t-shi r t  with
their  design! The 2023 winning t-shi r t

design,  by Per i-Lee Pipkin.

The 52  annual  Southern Cal i fornia
Botanists  symposium wi l l  explore how
Cal i fornia ’s  nat ive plant divers i ty
intersects with southern Cal i fornia ’s
bui l t  envi ronments ,  focusing on
conserv ing and restor ing nat ive
landscapes in urban areas,  biodivers i ty
in c i ty  gardens,  documenting
biodivers i ty  in  the wi ld land-urban
interface,  and more.  Join us for  what is
guaranteed to be another interest ing
symposium! 

n d

More details and event 
registration coming soon!
https://socalbot.org/symposia/

T-SHIRT CONTEST

https://socalbot.org/symposia/


2 0 2 6  F I E L D  T R I P  R E P O R T
SCB took several  f ie ld t r ips th is  year ,  including one to the Palos Verdes Peninsula
( led by Niel  Uelman) and one to San Jacinto Mountains ( led by Scott  White) .  

Picture captions:  ( top left )  Pretty  Phoenix perched
upon the PCT.  ( top r ight)  Munz’s  Mar iposa L i ly
(Calochortus palmer i  var.  munzi i )  CRPR 1B.2
(bottom) Scott  White talk ing about oak
ident i f icat ion.   

Picture captions:  ( top)  Group photo from the Palos
Verdes Peninsula f ie ld t r ip ,  including tr ip
part ic ipants and instructor .  (bottom)  N ie l  Uelman
teaching attendees about the Palos Verdes f lora.  

The Palos Verdes Peninsula is  s i tuated on
the southwestern edge of Los Angeles
County and extends into the Pacif ic

Ocean from the mainland.  I t  i s  a mixture
of suburban communit ies and open space.
I t  i s  known for  i ts  scenic coast l ine,  is land

history ,  and remnant patches of nat ive
plant communit ies ,  including coastal

sage,  wi l low r ipar ian,  back dune,  coastal
bluff  scrub,  grass land,  and chaparral .

Part ic ipants enjoyed being led through
these incredible habitats with Niel

Uhleman!

The San Jacinto and Santa Rosa
mountains are sky is lands at the northern

end of the Peninsular  Ranges.  Scott  White
was the fear less leader ,  jo ined by 12

intrepid botanists  and one plucky l i t t le
parrot  at  the Cedar Spr ings t rai lhead on

a warm summer day.  They started off
among elegant redshanks (Adenostoma

spars i fo l ium ) ,  h ik ing up the Pacif ic Crest
Trai l  through a diverse range of plant

communit ies ,  and ending at a r idgel ine
where they were able to enjoy v iews of
the ‘desert  div ide’ .  Scott ’s  good humor,
t ranqui l i ty  and deep botanical  expert ise

were deeply appreciated by al l .  The
group’s  interest  and cheerfu l  energy

made for  a very fun day!



CROSSOSOMA:

CALL FOR

MANUSCRIPTS! 

Crossosoma serves as the
esteemed scient i f ic journal  of
the Southern Cal i fornia
Botanists .  We inv i te
contr ibut ions that i l luminate the
f lora of Southern Cal i fornia and
its  adjacent ,  f lor ist ical ly
intertwined realms.  We seek
subject matter  such as
ecological ,  taxonomic,  f lor ist ic ,
or  hort icultural  studies of  both
vascular  and non-vascular
plants ,  as wel l  as informal  notes,
observat ions,  and opinion
pieces.  

I f  you are interested in
submitt ing content or  are
uncertain about the suitabi l i ty ,
p lease inquire with the editors
(editor  (at)  socalbot.org)  and
vis i t  our  website
(https://socalbot.org/crossoso
ma/) for  more information.





Membership

Join SCB or
renew your

exist ing
membership

onl ine v ia
PayPal  at :  

socalbot.org

Do you have something to
contribute to Leaflets?

We l ike short  informal  art ic les ,
notes,  sketches,  &

photographs.  
Send emai ls  to the Editor :
 n inahouse@berkeley.edu

To submit  scient i f ic art ic les for
publ icat ion in Crossosoma,

send emai ls  to
editor@socalbot.org

Please consider donating to support  the Grants Program! 
The grants are supported by revenue generated by the s i lent  auct ion at the annual

symposium, donat ions,  and the general  funds of the SCB. P lease ass ist  us in
maintain ing th is  t radit ion by donat ing to support  our  grant program.

Nina House,  current ly  Managing Editor  of  the Jepson eFlora  and a Coordinator for
the Jepson Workshop Program at the Univers i ty  and Jepson Herbar ia,  received
funding from Southern Cal i fornia Botanists  in  2019 (Annual  Grant)  and in 2020
(Susan Hobbs Grant for  F ie ld Research) for  her  master 's  thesis  research.  Her work ,  a
vascular  f lora of two watersheds in the southern Sierra Nevada,  was publ ished in the
scient i f ic journal  Al iso in May 2026.

Whi le l i terature publ ished in Al iso is  on embargo for  the f i rst  year ,  the paper can be
accessed through Nina’s  ResearchGate or  upon request (n inahouse@berkeley.edu).

PREVIOUS GRANT WINNER PUBLICATIONS!

https://socalbot.org/
https://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/eflora/
https://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/workshops/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/408309411_A_VASCULAR_FLORA_OF_THE_MANTER_AND_SALMON_CREEK_WATERSHEDS_TULARE_COUNTY_CALIFORNIA
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	SCB programs and initiatives and even brought along our "mobile field lab" so that folks could take up close looks at a variety of plant specimens - it was a big hit! Events like these help us showcase the work we do, connect with new audiences, and continue growing the SCB community. We hope to do more in the future.
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	We're also excited to share a major change this year: both the symposium and the evening mixer will be held at the California Botanic Garden, creating a flow between the two events that we are so excited about. Yes, the event will be fully outdoors but we’re working through the technology updates we’ll need to make the event a success.
	We look forward to seeing you there!
	Diana Brand Ramirez
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	Emma Kemp
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	Jon Rebman
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	The 52nd annual Southern California Botanists symposium will explore how California’s native plant diversity intersects with southern California’s built environments, focusing on conserving and restoring native landscapes in urban areas, biodiversity in city gardens, documenting biodiversity in the wildland-urban interface, and more. Join us for what is guaranteed to be another interesting symposium!
	More details and event
	registration coming soon! https://socalbot.org/symposia/
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	The Palos Verdes Peninsula is situated on the southwestern edge of Los Angeles County and extends into the Pacific Ocean from the mainland. It is a mixture of suburban communities and open space. It is known for its scenic coastline, island history, and remnant patches of native plant communities, including coastal sage, willow riparian, back dune, coastal bluff scrub, grassland, and chaparral. Participants enjoyed being led through these incredible habitats with Niel Uhleman!
	The San Jacinto and Santa Rosa mountains are sky islands at the northern end of the Peninsular Ranges. Scott White was the fearless leader, joined by 12 intrepid botanists and one plucky little parrot at the Cedar Springs trailhead on a warm summer day. They started off among elegant redshanks (Adenostoma sparsifolium), hiking up the Pacific Crest Trail through a diverse range of plant communities, and ending at a ridgeline where they were able to enjoy views of the ‘desert divide’. Scott’s good humor, tranquility and deep botanical expertise were deeply appreciated by all. The
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